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Will We Survive?   
Building Resiliency in our Communities 



“We are being invited to free ourselves  
from the notion that wildfire destruction is 

random and unpredictable, and therefore  
there is nothing to be done about it!”  

 
Max Moritz, Fire Risk Research Scientist, University of California  



“We’re too busy!” 

“We’re too distracted!” 

“We have other things to deal with!” 



“It might happen to someone else…  
…but it won’t happen to me!” 



Optimism bias: a cognitive bias that causes 
people to believe that they are less likely to 
experience a negative event than others. 

Weinstein, Neil D.; William M. Klein (1996). "Unrealistic Optimism: Present and Future".  
Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology. 



Just-world fallacy: refers to a tendency for 
people to blame and disparage victims of an 
accident or a tragedy to reassure themselves of 
their insusceptibility to such events. 

Summers, G.; Feldman, N. S. (1984). "Blaming the victim versus blaming the perpetrator”. 



      

Five things we can do  
to build resiliency in  
our communities! 



1 
Motivate ourselves to become 
interested in and proactive about 
our safety. 



2 Increase ‘Situational Awareness’. 











Local Publications 

•  River Place Review 
•  River Place Newsletter 
•  Four Points Newspaper  
•  River Place Bulletin Board 
•  Community Impact Publication 
•  Nextdoor.com 



Community Events 

River Place July 4th Parade,  
Sun Tree Park 
July 4, 2018  

River Place BBQ,  
River Place Golf Club 

July 4, 2018  



3 Collaborate with expert resources 
and other communities. 



Collaboration: Expert Resources 

•  Austin Fire Department – Wildfire Division 
•  Lake Travis Fire Rescue  

•  Travis County Fire Marshal’s Office 
•  Texas Forest Services 
•  Texas A&M 
•  Homeland Security 
•  Etc. 



Collaboration: Local Communities 

•  Steiner Ranch Area Evacuation Project (TC TNR CIP) 
•  Westminster Glen HOA 
•  Comanche Trail Community Association 
•  Austin Firewise Alliance 
•  Etc. 



Collaboration: Other Communities 

Marin County Colorado State, Forest Services 



4 
Develop practical wildfire 
mitigation and emergency 
preparedness protocols. 



Wildfire Mitigation & Disaster Response Plan 

River Place  

Wildfire Mitigation & Disaster Response Plan  
  

May, 2019 

“Draft” 



Wildfire Mitigation Protocol 



      
Fairway Fire Breaks 



Fairway Irrigation System 



      
Gray Water Reservoir 



      
Other Water Reservoirs 



5 Leverage community resources. 



      
Safe Refuge - Shelter in Place 





Safe Refuge 
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